Important Fascist leaders hiding in the Embassy, had
escaped in the three cars we saw speed away. The only
Germans in the Embassy were two prisoners; a man
named Miiller and an old gardener, both non-Nazis,
seeking shelter in the Embassy of their Fatherland
when revolt broke out, and they were kept in custody
as being politically unsound. Miiller had no political
views and the old man hadn't even heard of Hitler, or
if he had he couldn't remember.
The leading papers published attacks on the abuse
of diplomatic privilege, apart from the German
Embassy no names were given, but it was an open
secret that the worst offenders were the Finnish, the
Cuban and strangely enough the French Embassies.
For the two first-named a regular tariff for a passport
had been introduced.
There is a peculiarly clumsy strain in the German
mind, despite the efficiency of their underground
organization in Madrid, the Nazis made some big
blunders. A classic must be the list left in their
Embassy giving instructions to terrorists in the Fifth
Column who used the Embassy as a base, and, gem of
subtlety, gave the names of the Embassies for the mur-
derers to take refuge in.
Two days after the Embassy raid ! was drinking hot
chocolate in the Miami; at four o'dock it was almost
empty. I was so engrossed in a book tibat I did not
notice Captain Grotto who sat himself opposite to me.